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KNOXVILLE, TN - /PRNews-
wire -- DICK'S Sporting Goods 
(NYSE: DKS) recently an-
nounced that its DICK'S House 
of Sport store in Knoxville has 
been named a Proud Corporate 
Partner of University of Tennes-
see Athletics in a first-of-its-kind 
partnership.   
 
 Through this new multiyear 
agreement, DICK'S House of 
Sport will become the Presenting 

Dick’s Sporting Goods  announces Dick’s House of Sport store in Knoxville 
will partner with University of Tennessee and host special youth events

Partner of Youth Sports Day at 
Tennessee for youth players, 
coaches and families and the an-
nual Tennessee Football Spring 
Coaches Clinic for middle/high 
school coaches. The two organi-
zations will work together to 
create opportunities to expand 
youth participation in these activ-
ities, and to offer clinics and 
camps for young athletes at 
DICK'S House of Sport 24,000 
square foot field. 

 House of Sport will host 
coaches, assistant coaches, UT 
Spirit Squad and others from the 
university at the store for special 
events. Special promotions on 
Vols gear and apparel also will be 
offered exclusively at House of 
Sport. 
 "There is nothing bigger in 
Knoxville than The University of 
Tennessee athletics," said Leroy 
Tunley, Executive Director of 
DICK'S House of Sport in Knox-

ville. "This is a fantastic oppor-
tunity to bring together two or-
ganizations that share a passion 
for sport, youth participation in 
sport and community and am-
plify these programs for Knox-
ville." 
 "We're incredibly appreciative of 
DICK'S House of Sport's enthu-
siasm in aligning with Tennessee 
Athletics for this first-of-its-kind 
collegiate partnership, and we 
share that enthusiasm," Tennes-

see Vice Chancellor/Director of 
Athletics Danny White said. 
"Their new House of Sport here 
in Knoxville is an extraordinary 
facility, and this partnership al-
lows us to collaboratively lever-
age the House of Sport and our 
Tennessee brand in a way that 
positively impacts youth 
throughout our community." 
 The relationship with DICK's 
House of Sport was secured on 
behalf of the university by The 

Vol Network, Tennessee Ath-
letics' multimedia rightsholder 
and locally based LEARFIELD 
team. 
  DICK'S House of Sport ex-
plores the future of retail through 
multi-sport experiences inside 
and outside the store and broad 
integration with the community.  
The store features an outdoor turf 
field and running track, a rock-
climbing wall, a batting cage 
with HitTrax technology, golf 
hitting bays with TrackMan sim-
ulators, a putting green, a House 
of Cleats  that seasonally rotates 
product, a health and wellness 
destination to help customers 
with recovery and well-being, 
and a consolidated service area 
for breaking in gloves, stringing 
lacrosse sticks and building/re-
pairing bikes. It also showcases 
best-in-class athletic and outdoor 
apparel brands, a vast selection 
of footwear, the latest gear for 
team sports and top-of-the-line 
equipment for golf and fitness. 
 Founded in 1948, DICK'S Sport-
ing Goods is a leading omni-
channel sporting goods retailer 
offering an extensive assortment 
of high-quality sports equipment, 
apparel, footwear and acces-
sories. As of July 31, 2021, the 
company operated 731 DICK'S 
Sporting Goods locations across 
the United States, serving and in-
spiring athletes and outdoor en-
thusiasts to achieve their 
personal best through a combina-

DICK'S House of Sport  is a 24,000 square foot field and will host coaches, assistant 
coaches, UT Spirit Squad and others from the university at the store for special events.  
(Photo/Courtesy: Dick’s Sporting Goods)

"There is nothing bigger in 
Knoxville than The University 
of Tennessee athletics," said 
Leroy Tunley, Executive Di-
rector of DICK'S House of 
Sport in Knoxville. "This is a 
fantastic opportunity to bring 
together two organizations 
that share a passion for sport, 
youth participation in sport 
and community and amplify 
these programs for Knox-
ville." 

tion of its dedicated teammates, 
in-store services and unique spe-
cialty shop-in-shops dedicated to 
Team Sports, Athletic Apparel, 
Golf, Outdoor, Fitness and Foot-
wear. 
 Headquartered in Pittsburgh, 
DICK'S also owns and operates 
Golf Galaxy, Field & Stream and 
Public Lands specialty stores, as 
well as GameChanger, a youth 
sports mobile app for scheduling, 
communications, live scorekeep-
The relationship with DICK's 
House of Sport was secured 
on behalf of the university by 
The Vol Network, Tennessee 
Athletics' multimedia rights-
holder and locally based 
LEARFIELD team. 
ing and video streaming.  
 DICK'S offers its products 
through a dynamic eCommerce 
platform that is integrated with its 
store network and provides ath-
letes with the convenience and 
expertise of a 24-hour storefront.  
 For more information, visit the 
Investor Relations page at 
dicks.com. 

Memphis Grizzlies convert forward Yves Pons to two-way 
contract and sign Shaq Buchanan and Sean McDermott 
MEMPHIS, TN – The Memphis 
Grizzlies recently announced the 
team converted forward Yves 
Pons to a two-way contract and 
signed guard Shaq Buchanan and 
wing Sean McDermott. Per team 
policy, terms of the deals were 
not disclosed. In addition, the 
Grizzlies waived guard Carsen 
Edwards and center Daniel 
Oturu. 
  Pons (6-5 ½, 206) was signed 
by the Grizzlies on Aug. 10 after 
he went unselected in the 2021 
NBA Draft. The 22-year-old 
spent his four-year collegiate ca-
reer at the University of Tennes-
see, where he named the 2019-20 
SEC Defensive Player of the 
Year as a junior and selected to 
the SEC All-Defensive Team 
twice (2020, 2021). Born in Port-
au-Prince, Haiti, the French 
native appeared in 116 games (70 
starts) and averaged 5.7 points, 
3.3 rebounds and 1.18 blocks in 
20.1 minutes for the Volunteers. 
  Buchanan (6-3, 190) has com-
peted in 48 games (20 starts) and 
has averaged 11.6 points, 5.1 re-
bounds, 1.4 assists and 1.15 
steals in 24.8 minutes over the 
last two seasons for the NBA G 
League’s Memphis Hustle. Unse-
lected in the 2019 NBA Draft, the 
24-year-old Mississippi native 

 By The Memphis Shelby 
Crime Commission 

 
 With the COVID-19 pandemic, 
2020 has been a challenging and 
unusual year among many in our 
community.  As with many other 
cities across America, we’ve seen 
an alarming increase in violent 
gun crime in particular, with a 
record setting number of murders 
and a significant increase in ag-
gravated assaults. 
  As we approach 2022, the 
Crime Commission is committed 
to going the extra mile to ad-
vance the Safe Community Plan, 
including: 
•Strong advocacy for additional 
local law enforcement resources 
AND smart, data-driven use of 
those resources; 
•Rallying the community against 
gun violence to send a clear mes-
sage that we are FED UP and 
promotion of effective steps to 
reduce the level of gun crime; 
•Increased community engage-
ment in efforts to prevent and re-
duce crime; 
•Advocacy for a stepped up fo-
cused deterrence initiative that 

College rugby coach breaks racial barriers in new feature 
‘SCRUM’  from award-winning director Thomas Morgan
Heartwarming Underdog Jour-
ney of National Championship 
College Rugby Team 
 
LOS ANGELES, Oct. 6, 2021 
/PRNewswire/ -- Square Zero 
Films presents SCRUM from 
award-winning director Thomas 

Morgan. The documentary fol-
lows Frank McKinney, one of 
the first Black college rugby 
coaches in the US. Frank faces 
institutional obstacles as he 

builds a rugby team from the 
ground up that defies expecta-
tions and breaks down racial and 
socio-economic barriers at a pre-
dominantly white Southern insti-
tution. 
  
SCRUM captures Coach McKin-
ney's journey as he realizes his 
dream of bringing diversity to the 
game and opening doors for first-
generation college students. 
Character and good grades are a 
prerequisite – rugby skills? Op-
tional.  
Steadfast in his devotion to his 
players, Coach McKinney's per-
sonal journey parallels the team's 
failures and successes as he navi-
gates his own interpersonal rela-
tionships while working toward 
the championship game. 
In a breakthrough approach in 
the world of streaming content, 
SCRUM is currently being 
streamed on scrummovie.com 
for $12 per view. Various organ-
izations from around the country Please see sports-ent. 5

was named the 2018-19 OVC 
Defensive Player of the Year and 
selected to the 2018-19 All-OVC 
First Team as a senior at Murray 
State University. 
McDermott (6-6, 195) appeared 

in 18 games as a reserve for the 
Grizzlies last season and aver-
aged 2.2 points and 1.1 rebounds 
in 8.8 minutes. He also started 
six games for the Hustle and 
averaged 17.8 points, 4.5 re-
bounds and 1.5 assists in 30.8 
minutes. The 24-year-old Indi-
ana native went unselected in the 
2020 NBA Draft following a 
four-year collegiate career at 
Butler University, where he shot 
40.3 percent from 3-point range. 
 Edwards (5-11, 200) was ac-

quired by the Grizzlies from the 
Boston Celtics via trade on Sept. 
15. Selected with the 33rd overall 
pick in the 2019 NBA Draft out 
of Purdue University, the 23-
year-old has appeared in 68 
games (one start) in two seasons 
with the Celtics and has averaged 

3.6 points and 1.1 rebounds in 
9.2 minutes while also playing 
13 NBA G League games for the 
Maine Red Claws. 
 Oturu (6-10, 240) was acquired 
by Memphis from the Los An-
geles Clippers via trade on Aug. 
16. Selected with the 33rd over-

all pick in the 2020 NBA Draft 
out of the University of Minne-
sota, the 22-year-old competed in 
30 games as a reserve last season 
with the Clippers and averaged 
1.8 points and 1.6 rebounds in 
5.4 minutes. He also appeared in 
eight postseason contests. 

The documentary follows 
Frank McKinney, one of the 
first Black college rugby 
coaches in the US. Frank 
faces institutional obstacles 
as he builds a rugby team 
from the ground up that 
defies expectations and 
breaks down racial and 
socio-economic barriers at a 
predominantly white South-
ern institution. 

will be able to use the film to 
generate revenue through their 
efforts. Square Zero Films will 
invite viewers to support partners 
like the NAACP, Under Armour 
Foundation, Play Rugby USA 
and several others as a means to 
earn money for their specific 
causes.  For viewers who support 
a specific organization, they can 
stream the film at a discounted 
rate of $10 per view. 
Learn more: scrummovie.com  
 
About Thomas Morgan:  
Thomas Morgan is a critically ac-
claimed, award-winning film 
producer and director. The 
founder of Square Zero Films, 
Morgan makes films that give a 
voice to the voiceless. His award-
winning work includes Waiting 
for Mamu (2013), Storied Streets 
(2014), and Soufra (2017). Mor-
gan was also executive producer 
for India's Daughter (2015), 
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by the Grizzlies on Aug. 10 after 
he went unselected in the 2021 
NBA Draft. The 22-year-old 
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